
O’BOYLE BROTHERS LTD
CIVIL ENGINEERING & GROUNDWORKS CONTRACTORS

www.oboylebrothers.co.uk

©LW

“O’Boyles ground workers have successfully 

completed the refurbishment of a former 

B&Q store, car park and associated 278 

works safely, on time, to the required 

quality and budget. 

This project was delivered within challenging 

timescales and required close co-ordination 

with the local highway authorities, complex 

traffic management and close co-ordination 

with a number of utility companies. 

I believe that this will become the first of many 

projects for Wates over the years to come.”  

Nigel Coxon - Operations Manager - Wates

Westminster Road, Westminter Trading Estate, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 3QY

Tel: 01522 690373  Fax: 01522 696116  www.oboylebrothers.co.uk

O’Boyle Brothers Ltd is a family run 
construction company based in North 
Hykeham Lincoln. Set up in February 
2009 the company has carried out work 
in both the private and public sectors 
throughout the UK and has repeated 
success in the retail sector. 

“It is a real family business with myself my 
brother Brendan my sons Conor and Kieran and 
my daughter Laura,” explained Rick O’Boyle 
managing director of the company.

“I believed in myself and Brendan and  
I decided to start the company. I felt I was 
underachieving at the time and I knew I 
could do more. We started in a small way just 
Brendan, my sons and I. Then we started taking 
contracts over £5,000 and then in years 2 and 
3 we were turning over £4,000,000” Rick said.

Working with family is not always plain sailing 
but the O’Boyle’s try to pull together and knuckle 
down.

The Recession 

While many well-known household names 
have struggled and even floundered during 
the recession; O’Boyle Brothers Ltd has grown 
and expanded. 

“I started the company just as the recession 
broke. We have just dealt with it and it hasn’t 
been much of an issue for us. Obviously there 
are less contracts as less businesses have been 
expanding or setting up but we have been 
competitive when bidding for contracts. 

“I believe what is going to come will come and 
you just have to prioritise and do what you 
think is important to you and the company 
objectives. Things don’t always go to plan so 
keeping a level head is vital.

“We suffered a huge blow when a company 
we had worked with for some time went into 
liquidation owing us a substantial amount of 
money which we never saw. We just had to 
pick ourselves up and carry on. 

“I think the key to business is about making 
decisions, you have to remember you won’t 
always get them right but you must try to get 
the big ones right,” Rick told the Echo. 

Successes 

Success in the retail sector has been a key 
component in the expansion of the company a 
real turning point came in 2010. 

“The Sainsbury’s contract in 2010 gave us 
brilliant exposure and was a pivotal point. The 
money gained from this contract was invested 
back into the company. 

“I bought new machinery on finance to take 
on the job and paid them all off when the 
contract was completed. We don’t have any 
debts hanging over us and we own all the 
machinery and offices and so on. We’re in 
a very good position with our finances and 
upcoming contracts,” reflected Rick.

In 2012 the O’Boyle’s set up the plant hire 
company which is integrated with the civil 
engineering company.

They have won further lucrative retail contracts 
with supermarket giants Sainsbury’s and Asda 
and local contracts also.

Rick said: “We operate nationally but we want 
to take on a lot of local contracts too. We will 
be working on building the new Stamford 
football ground. The Stamford contract is like 
a breath of fresh air for us and we are really 
excited about it. Being able to drive past 
something we have worked on is something 
we’re all looking forward to.” 

The Future 

Rick is optimistic about the UK economy 
recovering and the future looking brighter for 
business.

“We are positive about the future. There 
are definite green shoots emerging in the 
economy. We as a business are expanding 
but at a rate we are comfortable with so as 
not to stretch beyond our means. This was a 
major problem for the businesses that failed,”  
said Rick. 

Looking to the future Rick explains: “We have 
invested in youth. My sons Conor and Kieran 
and my daughter Laura are all under 25 and 
Francis our quantity surveyor is 25 and they are 
all key members of the team. They have fresh 
ideas and new motivation. In 5-10 years they 
will be taking the business on as I take a step 
back and let the new generation continue the 
success we have built up for them.”
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